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To Whom It May Concern,

As we are all aware, Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act of 1996 (HIPAA) was enacted which
_addressed the sharing of confidential medical information. This has raised questions among a number of
physicians about HIPAA requirements and the reporting of confidential data related to communicable diseases
and immunization to local health departments. The HIPAA legislation does address this question and states that
reporting of Communicable Diseases (including HIV/STD) to the local or state health department or
immunizations to the Michigan Childhood Immunization Registry are exempt because they are mandated within
the Michigan Public Health Code and are used for surveillance and prevention of communicable diseases. This
is addressed in section §164.512(b) of the HIPAA regulations. The relevant sections of the Michigan Public
Health Code and Administrative Rules are:

Sec. 333.5111 (1) b — Requirements for reporting communicable and serious communicable diseases
R 325.173 — Administrative rules detailing the reporting of communicable and serious communicable diseases

Sec. 33.9207 — Establishment of the Michigan Childhood Immunization Registry R.325.163 — Administrative rules requiring
the reporting of immunizations administered to children to the Department.

Physicians and hospital staff who are concerned about reporting communicable diseases and immunizations as
required under the Michigan Public Health Code can be reassured that this is permitted under HIPAA and that
they are not required to obtain patient written consent before sending this information to the local health
department.

Sincerely,

Garald A. Goza, M.S.
Manager, HIV/STD and Other Bloodborne Infections
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